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Amendments to the Claims 

Claim 1 (Original) A punch tool comprising a punch element comprising a 
punch having a lower punch tip, and a punch driver element having an upper surface 
adapted to be engaged by the ram of a punch press in a punching operation, said 
elements being axially aligned and threaded together to enable axial adjustment of the 
length of the combined punch driver and punch element in response to relative rotation 
of said elements, one of said elements including, adjacent its periphery and spaced 
from its axis, a latch movable along an axis parallel to the axis of said elements 
between an upper, locked position preventing relative rotation of said elements and a 
lower, unlocked position permitting relative rotation of said elements, and a spring 
having a predetermined spring constant and urging said latch into its upper, locked 
position, said latch having a sufficiently low mass and said spring having a sufficiently 
great spring constant as to prevent said latch from unintentional movement into its 
unlocked position in response to striking of the punch driver element by a punch press 
ram during a punching operation. 

Claim 2 (Original) The punch tool of claim 1 wherein said punch element 
includes a punch guide having a bore through which said punch axially moves in a 
punching operation, and wherein said punch guide includes an upper peripheral portion 
having a housing receiving said latch and spring, said punch driver element including a 
plurality of axially extending cavities receptive of said latch when the latter is in its 
upper, locked position to prevent rotation of said punch driver element with respect to 
said punch guide. 

Claim 3 (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 3) A punch tool 
comprising a punch element comprising a punch having a lower punch tip, and a punch 
driver element having an upper surface adapted to be engaged by the ram of a punch 
press in a punching operation, said elements being axially aligned and threaded 
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together to enable axial adjustment of the length of the combined punch driver and 
punch element in response to relative rotation of said elements, one of said elements 
including, adjacent its periphery and spaced from its axis, a latch movable along an axis 
parallel to the axis of said elements between an upper, locked position preventing 
relative rotation of said elements and a lower, unlocked position permitting relative 
rotation of said elements, and a spring having a predetermined spring constant and 
urging said latch into its upper, locked position, said latch having a sufficiently low mass 
and said spring having a sufficiently great spring constant as to prevent said latch from 
unintentional movement into its unlocked position in response to striking of the punch 
driver element by a punch press ram during a punching operation, said punch element 
including a punch guide having a bore through which said punch axiallv moves in a 
punching operation, and wherein said punch guide includes an upper peripheral portion 
having a housing receiving said latch and spring and an upper rim, said punch driver 
element including a locking disc positioned beneath said upper rim of said punch guide, 
said disc having a plurality of circumferentiallv spaced grooves in its outer periphery 
receptive of said latch when the latter is in its upper, locked position to prevent rotation 
of said punch driver element with respect to said punch guide Tho punch too l of c l aim 2 
whor e in sa i d punch guid e has an upp e r r i m and whore i n said punch driver i nc l ud e s a 
l ocking d i sc pos i t i oned bonoath said uppor r i m of sa i d punch guide, sa i d d i sc having a 
p l ura l ity of c i rcumforont i a ll y spaced grooves in i ts outor per i phery def i n i ng said cav i tios 
and pos i t i oned to rece i ve sa i d l atch whon tho latter i s in i ts upper, l ockod pos i tion . 

Claim 4 (Original) The punch tool of claim 3 wherein said latch comprises a 
body configured to be axially received in said grooves, said body having a recess along 
its length that is receptive of said disc when said latch is moved to its lower, unlocked 
position to enable said disc to rotate with respect to said latch. 
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Claim 5 (Original) The punch tool of claim 4 wherein said latch includes a 
manually accessible surface extending upwardly no higher than said rim to facilitate 
manual downward movement of said latch. 

Claims 6-8 (Withdrawn) 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) A punch tool comprising: 

a punch driver having an upper surface adapted to be engaged by the ram of a 
punch press during a punching operation; 

a punch element axially aligned with and threadably secured to the punch driver, 
wherein the punch element has a lower punch tip, wherein the punch driver and punch 
element together have an effective length, such that the effective length is changed by 
rotating the punch driver relative to the punch element; and 

a latch member secured to the punch element to latch the punch element to the 
punch driver , wherein the latch member has a locked position for preventing rotation of 
the punch driver relative to the punch element, and an unlocked position for permitting 
rotation of the punch driver relative to the punch element, wherein the latch member is 
disposed external to the punch driver and peripherally with respect to said punch tool . 

Claim 10 (Original) A punch tool as in claim 9, wherein the punch driver is 
free to travel axially relative to the latch member in both the locked and unlocked latch 
positions. 

Claim 1 1 (Original) A punch tool as in claim 9, wherein the punch driver has 
a periphery, wherein the punch driver has a locking portion disposed about the punch 
driver periphery and the latch member engages the punch driver locking portion in the 
locked position to prevent rotation of the punch driver relative to the punch element. 
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Claim 12 (Original) A punch tool as in claim 9, wherein the punch driver has 
a periphery, wherein the punch driver has a substantially cylindrical locking disk secured 
about the punch driver periphery and the latch member engages the locking disk in the 
locked position to prevent rotation of the punch driver relative to the punch element. 



Claims 13-16 (Withdrawn) 



